
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Cory Wilmott 

Department: Anthropology 

Email Address: cwillmo@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2748 

Campus Mail Box: 1451 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to two additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

6-9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

ANTH 488 Museum Internship OR ANTH 489 Professional Internship. Both courses can be taken for 

between 1 and 6 credits, but typically students opt for 3 during one term. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Ethnology Museum Laboratory (EML, PH 0407) and remotely from their home or other work area. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- History, Art and Design, English Literature, Asian Studies, Geography, Psychology, Sociology, 

Foreign Languages (Chinese), potentially others on case by case basis, especially international students. 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Members of this research team process and analyze textual and visual materials created by missionaries 

to West China, 1890 to 1950, for inclusion in a digital repository and collaborative environment. 

Students will be working with an international team with members in the US, Canada and China to 

prepare materials for uploading, and to discuss research questions, analysis and outcomes related to 

these missionaries' biographies, interaction with Chinese, gender relations, scientific imperialism, and 

impacts on international histories. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Preparing data for upload will include: A. scanning images and preparing metadata spreadsheets for the 

images and uploading to the website; and B. Editing letters, articles and journal entries, and other kinds 

of textual materials, and preparing metadata spreadsheets for uploading to the website. 

   Analyzing data will include: A. tagging uploaded data according to a codebook developed with the 

international team; B. meeting with the team on Zoom to discuss questions and findings. 

   Writing will be of two kinds: A. writing webpages for a public audience; B. writing a conference 

presentation to be worked into a journal publication. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   - Professional Development skills will be achieved by working with interdisciplinary professors and 

community members from three countries. 

   - Hands on Digital Humanities skills will include working with metadata in spreadsheets, editing 

documents and scanning text and image to professional archiving standards. Students will also learn 

editing and navigation skills within two very DH environments (CWRC and Omeka S). 

   - Analysis will be ongoing throughout the project and approached collaboratively as well as iteratively 

as it arises out of the data. Student researchers are integral to this process as they become very close to 

the data during the scanning, editing and metadata phases, and the international team solicits and 

highly values their input during meetings. 

   - Writing skills will be developed through drafts and revisions of web pages, and a conference paper 

that will be developed for presentation in spring (possibly the Society for Historians of Foreign Relations: 

https://www.shafr.org/content/shafr-2022-call-papers). 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Successful candidates must have a suitable place to meet with the international team once or twice a 

month on Zoom, and weekly meetings with the faculty mentor. The times of these meetings are to be 

negotiated to suit everyone's schedule. It will help the faculty mentor evaluate applications if student 

applicants explain why they are interested in taking this URCA position. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

The activities do not involve off campus work except online from the students' own home. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No particular classes are required. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Willingness to learn new technologies, attention to detail and interest in learning about cross-cultural 

encounters in history are desirable characteristics. 


